Whereas a large number of metal derivatives of oxalic acid have been reported, there are few examples of metal derivatives of 2-oxynicotinic acid and oxalic acid: the crystal structures of praseodymium (Xu et al., 2009) and dysprosium (Huang et al., 2009) derivatives have been reported only. We report here a lanthanum(III) complex formed by reaction of lanthanum nitrate, 2-oxynicotinic acid and oxalic acid under hydrothermal conditions. As illustrated in Fig. 1 , each La III centre adopts a distorted bicapped square-antiprismatic geometry, defined by eight O atoms from two 2-oxynicotinate ligands, two oxalate ligands, and two water molecules. The 2-oxynicotinate ligands and oxalate ligands link the La III ions to form layers in the bc plane in which the shortest La···La separation is 4.429 (3) Å.
In the title complex, [La(C 6 H 4 NO 3 )(C 2 O 4 )(H 2 O) 2 ] n , the La III ion is coordinated by eight O atoms from two 2-oxidopyridinium-3-carboxylate ligands, two oxalate ligands and two water molecules in a distorted bicapped square-antiprismatic geometry. The carboxylate groups link adjacent La III ions, forming two-dimensional layers that are further linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [La(C 6 H 4 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày; Àz þ 1; (iii) x; y À 1; z.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. and HNO 3 (0.024 g, 0.385 mmol) was stirred vigorously for 20 min then sealed in a Teflon-lined stainless-steel autoclave (20 ml capacity). The autoclave was heated and maintained at 433 K for 4 days, then cooled to room temperature at 5 K h -1 to yield colourless block crystals.
Refinement
H atoms bound to C and N atoms were placed at calculated positions and refined as riding with N-H = 0.86 Å, C-H = 0.93 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C/N). H atoms of the water molecules were tentatively located in difference Fourier maps and refined with distance restraints of O-H = 0.850 (1) Å and H···H = 1.350 (1) Å. In the final cycles of refinement, the O-H distances were normalized to 0.85 Å and the H atoms were refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (O). Atom H4W forms a symmetrical H-bond about a centre of inversion and therefore is included with site occupancy factor 0.5. The alternative position H4W' points towards the centroid of an adjacent pyridyl ring. 
